(Ireland.) 



BILL 

To limit the Number of Passengers to be carried by Mail 
Coaches and Mail Diligences in Ireland , and to regulate 
the Contracts for Conveyance of Letters by such Coaches 
and Diligences. 



Note. — The Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios in the 
written Copy. 



f <& 3ft <£ Si ^ great Inconvenience has arisen by the delay of 
Correspondence in Ireland, from the practice of conveying 
Letters and Packets by the Post Masters General in Ireland, in heavy 
coaches, containing a great number of passengers and weight of luggage ; 
and also from Contracts for the conveyance of Letters being entered 
into for a long term of years, and being varied and renewed from time to 
time previous to the termination of such contracts respectively ; 



it therefore CBnactcb, by The KING’S Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal' 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority 
of the same, THAT from and after j t 

shall not be lawful for His Majesty’s Post Master or Post Masters General 
in Ireland, to enter into or make any Contract for the conveying of Letters 
2 and Packets, or to cause or permit such Letters or Packets to be con- 
veyed in any Coach which shall contain more than inside 

and outside Passengers, besides the coachman and guard, 

or in any Diligence (drawn by two or more horses) which shall contain 
more than inside and outside Passengers, 

besides the coachman and guard, any law custom or usa^e to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 



Provided always, and be it farther Enacted, That nothing in this Act 
contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to invalidate or affect 
any existing written contract, duly stamped, signed, sealed and witnessed 
Which at any time before the passing of this Act may have been made and 
entered into by His Majesty's Post Master or Post Masters General of 
^ 2 ‘ Ireland, 
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( 2 ) 

Ireland, with any person or persons, for the conveying of Letters and 
Packets during the time specified in any such contract respectively, for 
the continuance of the same, any thing in this Act contained to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 
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And be it further Enacted, That from and after the passing of this 
Act, it shall not be lawful for His Majesty’s Post Master or Post Masters 
General in Ireland, to make or enter into any contract with any person 
or persons for conveying of any Letter or Packet in coaches or diligences, 
for any longer term than years from the commencement of 

such contract ; nor to alter or renew any such contract at any time sooner 
than months before the expiration of the term for which 

the same shall be made, unless with the consent and approbation of the 
Lord Lieutenant or other chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for 
the time being, for that purpose in writing first had and obtained. 



3 



Penalty on 
Coachmen 

than allowed 
by this Act, 



Recover- 

Penalties 
under 50 
Geo- 3, c. 32. 



Regulations 
of 50 Geo. 3, 

tended to this 
Act. 



And be it further Enacted, That if any coachman or driver of any 
Mail Coach or Mail Diligence shall at any time carry a greater number of 
Passengers than are permitted by this Act, and which number shall be 
specified and expressed in the license for using such Coach or Diligence, 
every such coachman or driver so offending shall, for each and every 
such offence, forfeit and lose the sum of and that 

such penalty shall be recovered and applied in such manner as is directed 
with respect to penalties of five pounds on coachmen and drivers, by an 
Act passed in the Parliament of the United Kingdom, in the fiftieth 
year of His present Majesty’s Reign, intituled, “ An Act to repeal certain 
parts of several Acts of the Parliament of Ireland, so far as relates to 
“ th e limiting the number of persons to be carried by Stage Coaches or 
“ other Carriages, for enacting other limitations in lieu thereof, and for 
“ other purposes relating thereto and that every person licensed to 
keep any such Mail Coach or Mail Diligence, and every owner coachman 
and driver of such Mail Coach or Mail Diligence, shall be subject to all 
the rules regulations and directions, and to all the penalties for neglect 
misconduct or misbehaviour, contained in the said recited Act, except 
only so far as the same are expressly altered by this Act. 
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